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Parent Letter
Hello Grace Families!
Welcome (or welcome back!) to Middle School here at Grace Christian School.

Middle School is an exciting time, and we have worked very hard to create a
positive experience for our students. We strive to provide academic excellence in
an encouraging and supportive environment, and we really want to see students
take on challenges and develop in leadership and in responsibility. Put simply, we
care about students and want to help them succeed! This handbook is a guide for
the many unique aspects of the Grace Middle School experience.

Middle School is a time of tremendous growth, and we will be celebrating with you
the victories along the way. We are here to support your families during these
important years.Please communicate with us about any challenges you have with
regard to middle school so that we can address them quickly. We are here to help
our students and families!

We pray that your Grace Middle School experience will provide encouragement for
your family to grow closer to God and that you experience His presence through
the joys and challenges of these middle school years.

May God bless us all as we work together to help these to become better and
more fruitful disciples, learners, citizens, and communicators.

In Christ Jesus,

Grace Christian School
Middle School Faculty

Victoria Widjojo--Language Arts, History, Athletics

Isaac Endermann--Middle School Lead, Mathematics, Science
Aaron Smith--Senior Pastor, Bible Class

Michelle Quezada--Associate Principal

Ben Elliott--Superintendent



ACADEMICS
We expect our students to try their best to succeed in every class. Open communication with
their teachers is necessary to reach this goal. We appreciate family support in encouraging
students to reach out to teachers. If it is before or after school hours, students can always send
a message to their teachers via email.

Students maintaining an average below 70% in any class will have their parents notified by
email weekly. Parents and students are expected to sign in to Gradelink to review grades and
assignments. If there is any confusion on how to improve, students and parents are expected to
communicate with teachers to make sure they understand how to move forward.

To pass a subject, a student must have a passing average over the year. Any student that fails
two or more core academic subjects will not be promoted and must repeat the grade. Any
student failing 8™ grade will not receive a Grace Christian School diploma and will not have the
privilege of participating in 8th-grade graduation services and end of the year class activities.

In order to participate in school sports games, students are required to maintain a GPA of at
least 2.0 and have no failing grades. A student with a failing grade will only be allowed to play if
adequate progress under the supervision of the relevant teacher is being made toward
improving the failing grade.

In each 8" grade graduating class, the valedictorian will be the student with the highest
yearlong percent score average over all graded classes, and the salutatorian will be the student
with the second highest average. Any score in an advanced math class will be counted as one
full letter grade higher, which is 10% higher than shown on a report card.

HOMEWORK POLICY
It is important that students complete their assigned work on time. Late assignments may
receive no credit or partial credit depending on the nature of the assignment. See teacher
policies for class specific details.

ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY
On all assignments, students should value and respect academic honesty.

Due to the varying nature of assignments and degrees of acts of academic dishonesty,
disciplinary action may include the following:
® Receiving a score of zero for the entire assignment or for part of the assignment.
® Requirement to repeat the entire assignment or part of the assignment.
e The general behavior consequences outlined later in this document, including behavior
conference, office referral, detention, and revoking of privileges.

Explanations of various topics relating to academic honesty can be found below. This is not an
all encompassing list, but provides general insight into academic honesty.
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1. Assessments
Students are expected to do their own work or to collaborate only as directed by their
teachers. Any giving or receiving of external assistance relating to an examination, test,
or quiz, without expressed direction or permission of the teacher is cheating. This
includes giving or receiving previously administered tests.

2. Fabrication, Falsification, or Forgery
Students are expected to present information they believe to be true. Any falsification or
invention of material, information, data, citation, or other authority in an academic
exercise is cheating. Artificial Intelligence (Al) should only be used for personal or artistic
purposes unless specifically permitted otherwise. Unauthorized use of Al to generate
school work is considered cheating. Additionally, forging another person’s signature is an
act of academic dishonesty.

3. Unauthorized Collaboration
Collaboration is often a helpful tool for learning, and as such is often permitted and
encouraged by teachers.

However, unauthorized collaboration is an act of academic dishonesty. This includes
copying another student’s work, sharing answers or images of work to an individual or
group, allowing work to be copied, completing assignments for others, giving or passing
old tests to other students for the following year, or receiving old tests from other
students.

Unless it is a group project, students should not work together on class assignments.
Check with your teacher if you are ever unsure.

If students turn in identical answers, it will be considered a violation of the academic
honesty policy for both students. Exceptions may apply based on the nature of the
assignment, such as a math quiz.

4. Plagiarism
Plagiarism is taking credit for someone else’s work. Plagiarism can have serious
academic, professional, and/or legal consequences. Please note that plagiarism is not
limited to copy and pasting from a website, but it is any time someone leads others to
believe that someone else’s work is their own. Students are expected to take credit only
for their own work.



GRACE ESCAPE
About once a month we take a Grace Escape where we walk off campus to a local store or
restaurant to purchase lunch, snacks, or dessert. We build camaraderie during this time of
friendship, fresh air, and fun. Students and staff always look forward to this time, and it’s a
wonderful event for building relationships. We hope that all students are able to participate in
the extended lunch. This privilege can be revoked as a consequence of poor behavior.

STUDENT VOLUNTEER SERVICE HOURS
Students are expected to complete at least one hour of volunteer service each trimester. Grace
will provide at least one sponsored event each trimester that will satisfy this requirement, and
may provide additional small group opportunities. Students are free to complete their service
hours separately with an organization and appropriate service activity of their choosing. Please
complete the Volunteer Service Hour Log each Trimester. No log necessary for participants in
Grace sponsored events.

UNIFORM/DRESS CODE POLICY
This is a supplement to the all-school policy that can be found in the Family Handbook that
provides extra clarification for relevant middle school topics.

Additional Middle School Guidelines:
e Students are expected to dress safely.

o Students are allowed to wear modest jewelry, but jewelry that compromises
safety will not be permitted. Examples of unsafe jewelry include but are not
limited to chains, dangling jewelry, large earrings, or spikes.

o Free dress clothing must not have any elements that compromise safety. Possible
elements of safety concern may include straps, rips, holes, tears, or any dangling
or excessively loose components.

e Students are expected to dress modestly. No garment should be excessively tight,
form-fitting, or revealing.

o All free dress and uniform skirts and dresses must be no shorter than mid thigh.

o All shorts may be no shorter than mid thigh.

o Uniform leggings may only be worn under skirts, skorts, and shorts.

Leggings must be solid, non-patterned in black, gray, or uniform color (forest
green, navy blue, light yellow, white).

o Free dress leggings may be worn with an accompanying garment that covers
from at least waist to mid-thigh.

o For free dress clothing, no rips, holes, tears, slits, mesh, or other revealing
elements may be present above mid-thigh.

o The only make-up permitted is mascara (black or brown), concealer, and clear lip
gloss or chapstick (no color or glitter). Makeup may not be applied during school
hours.

e Students are expected to dress in school PE clothes for Physical Education class and
sports.



o Students are expected to wear uniform apparel before PE time begins. They are
expected to change into their PE clothes at the designated time shortly before PE
begins. PE clothes are not allowed as layers; layers must be in accordance with
the school uniform policy.

o PE uniform shirts are available from Sherman Promotions.

o PE shorts can be purchased from Sherman Promotions or from other vendors.
Shorts must be black and should have at least a 6” inseam, and may not be form
fitting, e.g. spandex.

o PE sweatshirts and sweatpants may be purchased through Sherman Promotions.
Only these Grace logos may be worn along with the PE uniform and maybe worn
on game days.

o All PE uniforms must be free of holes, cuts or tears.

o Athletes participating in team sports are permitted to wear their team jersey to
school on game days.

MIDDLE SCHOOL DISCIPLINE AND BEHAVIOR POLICY

This policy is a supplement to the all school discipline policy that can be found in the Family
Handbook. It provides clarification for relevant middle school topics.

The teachers and staff of Grace Christian Middle School care very much about your children and
want them to have a safe, productive year. We believe it is in their best interest to set up and
enforce guidelines for their conduct.

General Rules

The following rules will be in effect throughout the course of the day.

Follow directions from teachers and staff.

Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.

Be seated at your assigned seat when the teacher is ready to begin.

Be prepared for class with the required materials.

Use polite and respectful speech and gestures.

Respect the learning environment.

Arrive to class promptly.

Follow any classroom specific rules.

Use Chromebooks and other digital devices only as directed by the teacher and only for
the academic purposes of the current class, unless otherwise permitted by the teacher.



General Consequences
Below are the general consequences in order of escalation. More serious infractions will be met
with more serious consequences.
Verbal warning
Take a moment outside to regain composure and reenter with improved behavior
Behavior conference with a staff member
Office referral
Detention
Revoking of privileges, such as any trips off campus

Action Plan
Students will fill out an action plan when a verbal warning has not resulted in a correction to
their behavior or when unacceptable behavior has escalated quickly. It is a short digital form
that allows them to acknowledge the actions they took, optionally elaborate on any details they
would like to share, and make a plan to move forward.

Bathroom Use
Students should make every effort to use the bathroom during their frequent breaks
throughout the day. With this in mind, students may be asked to wait to use the bathroom until
the next break or until the current activity has concluded. If a student cannot wait, they will be
excused to the restroom. If a peer is already using the restroom, the student may be asked to
wait until the peer returns, or may be asked to use a separate restroom. We appreciate your
support in this matter.

Technology Guidelines
Here are a few guidelines to help promote appropriate use of technology in the classroom.

e Students may use personal digital devices only with a teacher’s permission.

e Cell phones should be off and stored in the student’s backpack unless other permission
is given.

e Smart watches should be set to Do Not Disturb and should have push notifications
disabled, otherwise they should be off and stored in the student’s backpack unless other
permission is given.

e Personal digital devices that are misused will be confiscated and can be picked up by a
parent or guardian in the front office.

e Chromebook misuse may result in Chromebook confiscation, a written response, or any
of the general consequences. Unless given specific permission from a teacher, students
should not play games, watch or listen to media, take pictures, send messages unrelated
to school, or engage in any other off task behavior.

e Alis an emerging technology and as such its capabilities and associated responsibilities
will continue to change. As a general rule, transparency is necessary and will prevent
academic and behavior related issues. Students should cite Al use and Al should not be
used without permission.

® Please refer to the MS Technology Use Guidelines & Agreement for further details.



https://graceschoolescondido.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/2025-2026-Middle-School-Technology-Agreement.pdf

Non-Negotiable Behaviors

The following behaviors will result in referral to the administration for a behavior detention
and/or other disciplinary action as necessary.

Misuse, destruction, or theft of another’s belongings or school property.

Use of a Chromebook or other digital device to access, create, or share inappropriate
content.

Deliberate disrespect toward school personnel.

Bullying, threatening, or intimidating others.

Other severe behavior issues, including but not limited to overt defiance, fighting,
possession of a controlled substance, possession of a weapon, or other dangerous
behaviors.
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